Sermon Notes:Our Glorious Inheritancein Christ (Ephesians 1:11-14).

Intro: Through the payment of Christ’s blood for our silvge have obtained an inheritance. “
We have this inheritance not only as a present bghalso, through the indwelling Spirit, as a
present reality. Because we have the Spirit agsleasel guarantee, we already enjoy a down
payment of our eternal, glorious, fellowship witbhds Three truths about our inheritance give
us reasons for hope.

#1: Our inheritance is enjoyed as God’s giftAfter saying we have obtained our inheritance
in vs. 11, Paul goes on to say how we have it—s®vareign, undeserved, gracious gift. One of
the comforting truths of Scripture is that becanis€od’s sovereign power plan, no trial or
experience we encounter is outside of his contrdifarther that he is using all of our
experiences to equip us to enjoy our eternal itdnece. Before we consider that more, we must
understand Paul’'s words “obtained an inheritan€b€ words translate a Greek verb literally
meaning “to choose by lot” in order to gain an mila@ce. Some believe it should be translated
simply as “to choose” thus echoing the truth ofdsgrhich is that believers know that God
chose them for salvation in Christ in eternity pasieir present faith in Christ is the proof of
God’s prior election (NIV). Most scholars howevetibve Paul means either that we have been
given an inheritance by God (ESV, NKJ, NAS) or t@aid has claimed us as his inheritance
(NET). Both views are represented in the OT (D41#0-21). Further both work within the
argument of verses 11-14. Vs. 14 which says the ih§ been given as the “guarantee of our
inheritance” speaks in favor of our obtaining amentance whereas our being sealed or marked
by the H.S. in vs. 13 speaks in favor of God clagniis for his inheritance. | believe that Paul
Is saying we have obtained an inheritance in vbutive must remember that this only
because God first claimed us as his inheritan€&himst (how breathtaking!). Paul’s basic point
however is obvious, according to God’s sovereigmplve are heirs of God. As God said, “I

will be their God and they will be my people” (H&b10). We possess God by trusting him,
loving him, and worshiping him and God in returaeals more and more of himself to us
through these means. And wonder of wonders, we @Gawkas our inheritance because of his
sovereign predestination. Vs. 11 may be the stisingest comprehensive statement about
God’s sovereignty in the Bible (Ferguson). God foasordained every event that happens. Is
he the author of sin? No! Does he force the willgis free moral agents? No! Does God then
fulfill his sovereign plan sometimes directly arttier times indirectly through real secondary
causes such as the free choices of his moral ces&ubsolutely (cf. Acts 4:26-28). How? We
don’t know! But let us humbly acknowledge thatthk events of history and our individual
lives are not outside God’s will and predestinatiomplications: Unconditional grac&/e who
have Jesus by simple trust may be assured thaaveehm only because of God'’s prior
undeserved and unconditional grace (Rom 9:15-h@n¢ible graceGod’s wise and gracious
plan for us in Christ is invincible. How bitter theedicine of God’s sovereignty is for some (“I
am master of my fate”/W. E. Henley). But how theraiic for God’s saints! God is God.
Nothing is outside of his plan for us. Nothing vaéparate us from his love for us. All things,
both the seemingly bad and good, must work togddresur joy.

#2: Our inheritance is “sealed” by God’s Spirit. Having spoken of the Father’s election and
the Son’s redemption, Paul turns to the Spiritaiag. The Spirit seals us as God’s precious
possession. The timing of the Spirit’'s sédhving heard and believed we were sealed. Hearing
believing, and sealing belong to one saving realibe meaning of the Spirit's sedlhree




purposes for a seal: (1) to confirm something asige (Jn 6:27); (2) to mark something as
one’s property (2 Tim. 2:19); (3) to make somethsegure (Mt. 27:66). Each describes how the
Spirit seals and confirms that we are God’s chedgbossession (Rom. 8:16). However, heed
this caution! The Spirit's sealing testimony is lamonot by seeking special experiences but by
clinging to Christ! The Spirit promotes not himslelit Christ (Jn. 16:14). Christ is the treasure
chest of God'’s spiritual blessings which the Sgidints us to and leads us to so that we may
draw upon Christ’s riches by faith.

#3: Our inheritance is “guaranteed” by God’s Spirit. The indwelling Spirit is a down
payment of greater spiritual life to come. The bfehe Spirit is a foretaste of the life we will
enjoy in heaven. A guaranteemresent power. Christ’s blood has purchased every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places for us. Let us reeety challenge in the confidence that
Christ’s blood has purchased present needed spipawer (Phil 2:12-13). A guarantee of
future glory. “Here on earth we have experienced only the dio$far of a million celestial
dollars” (Hughes). 2 Cor. 4:16ff. Through faithJasus, we have forgiveness by his blood and
new life by his Spirit. This life within us is aldy resulting in new life out of death. We are
clay in God’s hands. According to the Father’s @te; Son’s redemption, and Spirit's renewal
God is using all things, good and bad, to makekasJesus!




